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What to know about Mudslides and Floods

e Alandslide The movement of rock and debris down a slope
® Landslide and mudslide are terms that mean the same thing.
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® Aslip occurs when material on the land fail to make up a slope and result in gravity pushing it
down

e Landslides are triggered by natural causes or human activities
o  Vibrations of earthquakes
o  Elevations of water pressure from prolonged rainfall
o Moadifications of slopes i.e. construction or highways
e Landslide can range from abrupt collapses or slow gradual slides
Areas to avoid when this natural disaster occurs are hilltops or close the coastline




What happened in Sierra Leone?

e In Sierra Leone the mudslide was triggered by the flood

e The lack of working infrastructure and deforestation made the slide more intense
e Human activities played a role in the mudslide

o Heavy rains oversaturated the ground which caused it fo be waterlogged and
lose friction

o Mining and construction







Exosphere

ke | 18S. Gy

Thermosphere

Atmosphere

__ pokrr (489, Fremgy

fesosphere

e What is the Atmosphere, and what does it do?
o  Keep the sun rays from entering and burning everything
Rain, which happens with warm air cools.

@]
o  Hold oxygen in so that we can breath [
o  The Atmosphere is like a invisible cover of gasses surround the earth.




Sierra Leone Atmosphere, & How It
Contributed

Very hot temperature

Air hold lots of moisture which causes lots of rain
Lots of rain creates flooding

Flooding softens the ground creating mudslides







Hydrosphere

When the flood happened water pressure caused saturation of slope material.

® Mudslides happen when water immediately increase on the ground that result floods of water
saturated rock, earth and debris.

e When mudslides occur it usually start on a steep slope and most of the time it can be activated by a

natural disaster.
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Though the exact death toll was unknown, as many as 200 people were killed during the flood. Some
dead bodies were found stuck in trees branches and rooftops. People used ropes to recoup some
bodies from the fast running water. Many people were injured and there weren’t enough ambulances
to transport them to the remaining hospitals. In other places of the city people were stuck in vehicles
surrounded by water, some were waiting on rooftops to be rescued.

e “Oswald Hanciles, a spokesman for President Ernest Bai Koroma, said that residents were building
recklessly and cutting down trees that would otherwise help protect the land.”
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