
YTC
“There are no bad kids, just bad circumstances”

Amani Sheard & Haniah Jones  



Goals

● To step in the lives of someone else to then deeper understand them better in hopes 

to end youth homelessness and learn to appreciate what we have in the process. 

● To help promote and enforce the goals of the YTC program to those who need it. 



Research 

Every Year, More Than 2 Million Kids in 
America Will Face a Period of 

Homelessness



According to a study of youth in shelters, nearly 50% 
reported intense conflict or physical harm by a family 

member as a major contributing factor to their 
homelessness.



Almost 40% of the homeless in the United States are under 
18.



Process 
1. Researching shelters 
2. Exploring events each 

shelter had 
3. Meetings with director 
4. Helping with set up 
5. Release forms 
6. Conducting interviews 
7. Visits 



Goals
❖ The end goal is to help influence the community and go beyond 

what we know. This will open up a new perspective for 

ourselves, for the teens in the shelter, and to the others we 

share this process with. 

❖ Promoting youth shelters could be beneficial in a financial 

aspect as well. 



What Is YTC? 



YTC Explained 

“The YTC Program is for homeless youth ages 14-17 yrs old and utilizes Positive 

Youth Development (PYD) Best Practice Models, while incorporating Trauma 

informed care and Harm Reduction approaches. Through mentoring, education, 

case management, and employment readiness training, YTC concentrates on 

building satisfying lives. YTC is dedicated to helping homeless youth, their 

families, and the community by offering holistic strength-based services. “



Mission statement 

❖ To promote a quality lifestyle for homeless runaway youth through family 

reunification, transitional housing, education, mentoring, vocational 

training, and job placement assistance; therefore, reducing crime, 

homelessness and increasing public safety.



Donte Lenord: Resouce Director



Course of action 

➢ Research 

 

➢ Hands on interactions 

➢ Interviews  

➢ Tours  



Challenges 

●  A challenge that we anticipated, had to do with the fact 

that we’ve never been in a shelter.

● We were forced to step out of our comfort zone

● Not being able to interact with other teens the way we 

would like to.



Tours: 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1q5t2NFWy9jqIW09uwj4gBCoC8hO9_XAm/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1U1LAEa81jMbKmw69cMC-dkqpAC6T3zdE/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1685Ih7pxH9AB5SdJ989mmEnxjvxZjyXX/preview


Interviews 
Niy C. 

➢ 17 years old
➢ Junior at Philadelphia 

learning Academy 

Kobe A.

➢ N/A 



Events 
❏ The center holds community meetings 
❏ Gatherings for local politicians to speak 
❏ Girl empowerment 
❏ Youth empowerment 



Outcome/what we learned 

❏ Overall Statistics

❏ Stories of interviewee’s

❏ Get advice~Give Advice



MLA Citations  

● file:///home/chronos/u-2d74c9ef7c170fac0202ce6caaf7aad58d7293fb/Downloads/YTC%20FLYER%20and%20Social%2

0Media%20(1).pdf

● file:///home/chronos/u-2d74c9ef7c170fac0202ce6caaf7aad58d7293fb/Downloads/YTC%20Brochure-SHELTER%20201

6%20(1).pdf

● https://www.covenanthouse.org/homeless-teen-issues/statistics

●

https://www.covenanthouse.org/homeless-teen-issues/statistics

