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The world we live in today has been tainted by the media's constant
need to state opinions and ignorantly do things whether they know

they true meaning of it or not. People appropriate culture on a day to
day basis, this can look like buying something from a small cultural

based business without doing any research or buying it just because it
looks nice when in reality it is offensive. Or even taking inspiration

from cultures without giving them them the credit that's due.There is
a way to beat this thorough genuine appreciation for whatever

culture you are attempting to represent at that time. Listen to the
stories that are told at the shops you buy from, give credit to where its
due, and actually take a second to think about how what you do may

be offensive or portrayed to people and there culture. 
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Amasil Fahim was born September 16th. Fahim attended Saint Louis University
where she majored in Biology. Some of her enjoyments in life are goats, eating
chocolate, and baking maroons. She found that an effective way for her to
self-express the thoughts in her mind was to write poetry. Fahim is a south

asian woman and takes pride in her culture. In her poem, Cultural
Appropriation is not your fad, she expresses her distaste in the appropriation

of her culture by disrespectful and ignorant individuals. As stated, Fahim
loves her culture and wants its beauty to be seen by others, but to

appreciate her culture she also wants acknowledgment of the hardships
south asians face.

We live in a world bustling with culture.
So many different lives encompassing so many different

traditions.
Like me,

A brown Desi girl who loves the centuries worth of traditions
and beliefs before me.

I want people to know about my culture.
I want them to see the beauty in my mehndi, my traditional

garb, my aromatic food leaving a spice in one’s mouth for days.
However, I need them to respect the years and struggles my

people went to, to create this thriving culture.
I need them to realize the pain us POC youth feel when we see

bastardized versions of the traditions we grew up with.
The traditions we were bullied for until it became trendy.

Did you know that mehndi is a traditional makeup used for
celebrations such as weddings and religious holidays.

AD
No, but you were quick to show off the chemical-filled infinity

sign you got during your beach trip in Florida.
Do you understand the time and effort it takes to design and
choose the perfect fabric for our lehengas, saris, and shalwar

kameez.
No, instead you wrap yourself in bed sheets and put on a red

marker bindi to go to your Halloween party.
 
 

It’s not the the “new” trend to put in face masks.
So many of my sisters wear head scarves, and you’re so quick to call them

egg heads, terrorists, or ask where their hair went.
AD

But the moment a white actress goes incognito at an airport and wears a
headscarf, you claim that they are the peak of high fashion.

You need to do better.
You need to realize the harm you are doing to young brown girls.

We spend our youths leaving home excited to show our friends things
commonplace in our household, only to be deemed weird and asked why

we would ever do that.
You make us scared to be proud to represent our culture.

I was deemed brave to wear a lehenga and tikka to my prom.
My parents were scared to let me wear mehndi to college orientation

because it was a PWI.
Yet when I got there, white girls were showing off the designs they got

done on their cruise vacations.
We shouldn’t be scared to embrace the culture you appropriate.

Our culture is not your costume.
AD

Our culture is not your Coachella trend.
Our culture is not your music video theme.

Our culture is not your fad.
Our culture does not deserve to be bastardized.

 

Do you understand the time and effort it takes to design and choose
the perfect fabric for our lehengas, saris, and shalwar kameez.

No, instead you wrap yourself in bed sheets and put on a red marker
bindi to go to your Halloween party.

Do you appreciate the beauty of our spectrum of brown skin and know
brown is beautiful.

No, instead you have Kendall Jenner be on the cover of Vogue India,
pushing the stereotype that lighter skin is better.

Do you know that hundreds of spices go into making the perfect
biryani, nihari, or chicken tikka.

No, you just complained that my lunch in middle school smelled like
curry.

Tumeric has been used for hundreds of years in our skincare and food.
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It’s crazy how you can confuse culture for costumes,

And costumes for jokes
It’s crazy how you can confuse Appreciated and Appropriated

And Appropriated for ‘oh i'm just joking’ or ‘I do it for likes’
 

My life is culture
To other people my culture may oppose as a joke or accessory

My culture is not an accessory that everyone can borrow

As a culture,
My style can be anything I want it to be

But culture can turn out to be anything that other people see
 

I could ask people
‘Do you appreciate the appropriation of your culture’

‘Do you appreciate the way other people address your culture’
‘Do you appreciate when muslims decide when they want to wear their

Hijab’
‘Do you appreciate when people who are not black wear boxed braids’

 
We can’t unzip our culture after a long night

It doesn’t come off when the party is over
 

Diversity raised me

 As I have friends from different cultures 
Diversity raised us

 to accept our identity

 

 by Jamillah Madyun

4



5



What does culture mean to you?
Culture to me is basically an heritage, or where you come from. For
example, music, food, dancing, language, hairstyles. Not just having
certain things, but taking deep meaning and tradition in those things.

Culture to me can also be a representation of what we’ve been through
in the past. Culture to me has to have some type of historical meaning,

or background in order to represent us. 
What do you think cultural appropriation is?

I think that cultural appropriation is basically someone who isn’t a
part of the culture using the culture without prior knowledge as to

what the culture means, or what it means to be a part of the culture.
For example people from indigenous trademarks get tattoos to

represent their trademark, then someone else turns around and gets
the same thing, this could be an example of cultural appropriation. 

Do you appreciate your culture?
I do appreciate my culture. I try to appreciate it in different ways, like
wearing braids, or even doing other people's braids who are a part of
my culture. I also try my hardest to embrace my natural hair, and my
natural curl pattern. As an African American I feel like there is a blur

line when it comes to culture. Our culture isn’t really recognized
because other people come and try to take it. Its looked at more as a

southern culture, than an African American culture.
 

 
Intro: I’m interviewing Kayla Strickland, who is one of my classmates in
English. I chose to interview Kayla because she has expressed to me their

knowledge about cultural appropriation.
1.

2.

3.

4.
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If someone who isn't part of your culture starts using your
culture it could lead to aggravation. Only because you don't

know the meaning of it. For example black women with braids
used to get discriminated against for wearing braids but now
that they are a trend, other people are wearing braids now.

It’s really sad because braids are someone’s culture, and
culture isn’t a trend. 

I wouldn’t say it’s a serious issue because no one is seriously
getting hurt, like getting shot. But I feel like it is something

that should be addressed. It’s one of the main problems with
society now. I don’t feel like cultural appropriation is a trend

either, but I do feel like people follow what’s trending. For
example, if something about someone's culture is trending on
social media, then people will follow whatever’s trending on

social media.  

The things that define a culture are music, language, and
dance. It could also be clothing and behaviors. Like certain

cultures maintain certain behaviors based on how they grew
up, or the type of environment that they're in. A behavior can

be an act of acting based on what you were taught. For
example, english. Other people come over to the US from

different countries, and cultures. They have already inherited
other behaviors from their cultures. Now they have to come
over to America and adapt to our behaviors that we do out

here. They have to learn a new language, and basically learn
how to fit in. 

4.            Why do you think people are so angry when it comes to
cultural appropriation?

 
5.        Do you think cultural appropriation is a trend, or do you

think it’s a serious issue?

 
7.     What kind of things define a culture? 
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I don’t think there is a difference between appropriation
and appreciation because you can always admire a

culture, but why do you need to appreciate it if it’s not
your culture. There is nothing wrong with admiring a
culture that's not your own, but there's no reason to

appreciate an identity that you’re not a part of. 

I do think cultural appropriation is a bad thing because
it's stealing the dignity of other cultures. Cultural

Appropriation takes away the meaning stored behind
cultures. If everyone is taking away something from a
culture, that causes culture to appear more as a trend

than a culture. For example if everyone has a tribal
tattoo as a trend the tattoo will no longer be as

important to the owner of that culture. Sometimes
people don’t understand the meaning behind the tattoo,

or the subjective thing that they’re doing

I'm not sure because I don’t often see it around society.
But I would like to see it because people should be able
to celebrate and enjoy their heritage, even in America

because there are many cultures. I don’t see actual
cultural celebrations where a bunch of people get
together and celebrate. I see people with cultural

objects. But I feel as though society should contribute to
that because understanding someone else's culture can

help you understand that specific person. 

8.       What is the difference between cultural appreciation
and cultural appropriation?

 
9.          Do you think cultural appropriation is a bad thing?

 
10.        Why are cultural celebrations such an important

part of society?
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Silent traditionSilent traditionSilent traditionI am sixteen 
and my social life has betrayed me
yet another video of an uneducated
white person doing something 
stupid has 
graced my feed 
I wish I would witness such
acts in person
imagining interactions
I wouldn’t say a word
and I keep scrolling on my 
phone.

 

M
o
r
g
a
n
 H
i
c
k
s

 Another person has been 
called out
another part of someone's culture,
existence, self 
expression, that’s been done
for years 
was redeemed and renamed 
by whiteness
our hairstyles, music, traditions
is not something you discovered or invented
Edison 
it’s not something you get to
 parade around or
mock 
what’s so funny?
some don’t know, some don’t
care.
but you can’t out do the
doer
and I keep scrolling on my
phone.

I’m black but 
not the aesthetic black
I see beauties, bodies, baddies
that I don’t look like but I’ll admit
I wish I did
but I'm supposed to be self confident 
why does my mind torment 
me this way
short nightmares of 
if I woke up one day to 
my melanin gone
yikes
I’d die on the spot
I need to work on some things
and I keep scrolling on my
phone.
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I’m interviewing Ahmya Osbourne, who is one of my
classmates. I chose to interview Ahmya because I
wanted to hear the opinions of appropriation from

someone who’s my age. Knowing they have experience
addressing cultural appropriation I felt they were

qualified to speak their views about the topic. 
 

What does culture mean to you?

Culture is a person's lifestyle, including religion,
traditional clothing, music hairstyles. As well as

holidays, different belief systems and the community
you’re a part of. 

Do you believe cultures can be shared without it being
appropriated?

 
I do actually. I believe that there is a distinction

between appropriation and appreciation. The person
opening their culture to someone else and that person

accepting and acknowledging where it comes from. 

How have you seen your culture portrayed in the
media? Do you feel it is accurate?

 Somewhat. In the media they portray the ghetto
culture of the black community. It’s also not accurate
because in most shows we’re only represented in one

way and it doesn’t show the diversity of the community.
There’s so much more to the community than what’s

shown.
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Have you witnessed cultural appropriation and how did it
make you feel? 

In this day and age it’s something that’s a repeated offense. I
feel like it would be common sense, that if you're doing
something from another culture to not claim it as your own.
Even if you didn’t know, don't try to make excuses. It’s
something that happens everywhere, across many
communities. 

Do you think that social media is promoting cultural
appropriation? For example, AAVE being called “Gen Z
language”.

I definitely do especially with the AAVE situation. It can be
very irritating and frustrating because it’s something that
black people have always been seen as ghetto and such for
using it. Now white teens and people using it incorrectly, it

gets seen as cool. Not only with the language but with dances
also. On TikTok, white people would do a dance mockingly and
the person would get defensive instead of acknowledging how

they’re in the wrong. There are people on social media
educating others but it still happens. 

Would you address someone for cultural appropriation in
person?

Definitely, I’ve done it before. I didn’t approach them in a
malicious way, but in a way as in asking if they know that it’s
wrong. There are some people who genuinely don’t know but

there are also others who do and don’t care that it’s
disrespectful. 

What do you think is the proper way to address cultural
appropriation?

Not approaching it in a way that’s malicious or defensive. If
it’s a person who knows what they’re doing is wrong then it’s

whatever. Especially if it’s a person who has done it as a
repeated offense they’ll eventually get their karma.

 
What would you say is cultural appreciation? How does that
look?

Someone coming to you and wanting you to be a part of the
culture, especially if it’s tradition. For you to not mock it but
learn about its beauty, significance and why it’s important. 
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As an African American woman, I constantly see my culture appropriated. Along with
culture appropriation, a feeling of invalidation has been apparent in my experience.

There are times when people don't take culture appropriation serious. I have heard " its
just a hairstyle" "its just piece of clothing". When in reality nothing is "just" anything.

Especially when someone who is not of the culture, but they receive praise,
acknowledgment, and credit for a cultural aspect of one that is not theirs. Erasure of
the origin of a culture can be extremely harmful and our zine wants to highlight that,
as well as emphasizing that there is a way to Appreciate Culture repsectively.  -Jacey

Newsome    

As a man of african american decent I see people appropriate the things that
my people have worked so hard to make and show to the world. People don't
appreciate the effort that is put into these items that are handcrafted by

those who genuinely care about how they are sharing their culture. The act of
people showing interest in things that they purchase that have some sort of
cultural representation shows that they care about correctly portraying a
culture. I feel as though people need to make an effort to care about some of

the things they buy because it not only helps YOU LEARN BUT IT SHOWS THE PEOPLE
OF THAT CULTURE THAT YOU CARE. -Myles Freeman

My name is Jamillah Madyun, and I am an African American girl in this
society, I experience a lot of invalidation when it comes to my culture.

Especially on social media. On social media culture is becoming some sort
of trend. When I say trend I mean people are going around appropriating

cultures and they would post it on tiktok for likes, or views.  

My name is morgan hicks and i'm a young black woman who's grown up in
philadelphia. I feel like as i've matured i started to notice small

nuances in my enviornment like cultural appropriation. Especilly groing
up in the age of technology and social media, i'm more prone to seeing
this in my day to day scroling. It's tiring to have to keep seeing this
happen in mainstream media. I feel appropriation is something that

everyone should know not to do, but some still do it even when their
educated on the topic. I hope to see a day where appropriation isn't an

issue but i'm not sure if it will ever happen. -Morgan Hicks
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Myles Freeman
I used creativity to convey my zines main purpose by both verbally and visually explaing how
the effects of Cultural appropriation and appreciation effects the culture that I am apart of

and others that I have seen. I displayed many ways that people appropriate things that are
common within certain cultures just because it looks cool. I also gave multiple ways for

people to correct these things and showed how them appriectaing cultures would give them the
opportunity to learn. I based the poem I wrote off of the poet joy harjo and I made sure that in

my poem I showed plenty of imagery and personification just as she does in her poems.
Especially since I was mirrroing the poem " don't bother the spirit earth" so I could truly bromg

my point of people exploiting cultures to life. My creative submission was a collage of the
many ways that culture is appropriated in today's society. This complments my poem because it

demonstrates how people can be so careless with what they wear despite knowing if it is
offensive or not. I enjoyed adding in the quote I found because it adds some thought and insight

to how us as a community feel about how people wear the items we create and don't give
credit,wear it wrong, or turn it into something it should not be. 

Morgan Hicks
I knew that cultural appropriation is seen in different forms of media. To convey the message of

the zine i decided to use perspective of cultural appropriation from the eyes of youth to
creatively show the topic. In my poem "Silent Traditions" it's based on the poem by Audre Lorde,
"Hanging Fire". In my poem I replicated her technique used in hers. her poem is free verse, with

the use of a refrain at the end of each stanza. It's also from the perspective of her 14 year old
self. To emulate her poem i used the same techniques as well as talking about cultural
appropriation from the view of my 16 year old self. To go along with my poem i created a

collage. The background pictures of the collage are pictures of media posts and articles and
about cultural appropriation at the top, and at the bottom it's pictures emulating black

culture. The center of it all is a picture of a teenage black girl on her phone. the reason why i
chose this to be the center of the piece is because my poem has a repeated refrain "and I keep

scrolling on my phone". The picture shows a teen engaging in media and seeing cultural
appropriation to go along with her actual thoughts that are said through the poem. I felt thi

was a nice way to add a visual to the poem "silent traditions". 
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Jacey Newsome
 Whether its realized or not, we all are impacted by high fashion. It may not be a direct

correlation for most, but a big sum of the articles you own are trickled down high fashion
design. There is a fashion pyramid and almost everyone is reached by a level in the hierarchy.

Knowing this information, culture appropriation in runway shows has a huge impact on society,
not is high fashion an art form, but it lays the groundwork of how people cultivate their

styles and outfits. In my collage of high fashion culture appropriation, it conveys the discredit
and disrespect fashion designers show to cultures from which they obtain inspriration from.

Culture is apart of one's lifestyle and can be sacred, seeing your culture on a runway without
credit, without real appreciation can be saddening as you watch your culture (or anyone's) be

diluted to a piece of clothing on a rack. The people from inspired cultures want credit, respect
and non-touching of certain aspects, and  proper appreciation and research done of cultures

when in the high fashion world. 

Jamillah Madyun

As everyone knows, cultural appropriation is a big issue around the media. I see it all

around me. People often confuse culture for costumes, or jokes. That’s where my poem

“Defeating The Fear of Appropriation” comes in. I received my inspiration from my peers

around me, and their actions influenced me to be interested in this topic. “Defeating The

Fear of Appropriation '' basically talks about cultural appropriation and how it’s used in

social media. I composed my poem to convey to my audience that cultural appropriation

isn't funny and shouldn't be done in an effort to obtain social media likes. Also from there,

I got the inspiration for my collage. Racism and culture are the themes of my collage as

well. Because it makes fun of someone else's traditions or beliefs, some individuals also

see cultural appropriation as a type of racism. I recognize that, and the purpose of my

collage is to persuade others that cultural appropriation may also be a kind of racism. 
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