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What is a Dental
Hygienist?

A dental hygienist is a licensed healthcare
professional who collaborates with dentists to
promote oral health and hygiene, aiming to prevent
and treat dental and gum-related diseases.

~




Job Duties
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e Using the appropriate dental ¢ Reviewing and maintaining ¢  Providing any findings of
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instruments to perform a patient's medical history = symptoms of various diseases
routine cleanings . Taking dental X-rays to the dentists so they can
e Removing plaque, tartar,and e Inspecting the mouth for make a diagnosis
stains from a patient's teeth signs of oral cancer . Educating patients on
e (Cleaning, sterilizing, and e Checking the gums for preventative care and good
organizing dental signs of gum disease dental hygiene practices
instruments e Assisting the dentists with

ore complicated procedures,
ke administering anesthesia
or removing stitches
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Post High School Years to Complete Certificate, Associate, or
Bachelor’s program?

Minimum of an Associates degree to
become licensed. Some schools do

/ \ offer master degree programs. /

Trqining At the minimum 24 months (2
years) maximum 5 years

Associates Programs
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SAT, GPA, and high school Internships or Person to Contact
course requirements to be Residency Training admission officer
accepted Associates programs require you to

2 5 GPA or hlgher complete core courses and an internship in
\ | / \ a dental office / \ /




Colleges TThat Provide
Dental Hygienist
Program

Community College 0f Philadelphia

Name- Community College of
Philadelphia
LocCation- Philadelphia

Name- New York University
Location- New York



Info about Dental Hygiene

Programs

* You need to have a gpa of 2.5 or higher

e Associate degree- $3,810- $42,290/ 20-30
months

e Bachelor's degree- $17,640- $77,350/ 4 years

e Master’s degree- $23,000- $71,020/ between‘-Z

years
O

+#



Resource Page

e What is a dental hygienist? and how to become one. Coursera. (n.d.).
https://www.coursera.org/articles/dental-hygienist

e Write it right: RDH is not a degree - registered dental hygienists. (n.d.-a). https://www.rdhmag.com/patient-
care/article/16408258/write-it-right-rdh-is-not-a-degree

e Path to becoming a dental hygienist, a step-by-step guide. Concorde Career College. (n.d.).
https://www.concorde.edu/blog/path-becoming-dental-hygienist-step-step-guide

e Dental hygiene. Community College of Philadelphia. (2023, April 14). https://www.ccp.edu/college-catalog/degree-
programs/associate-applied-science-aas/dental-hygiene

e Best Dental Hygiene Schools in Pennsylvania — 2023. 10 Best Dental Hygiene Schools in Pennsylvania — 2023. (n.d.).
https://www.nursingprocess.org/dental-hygiene-programs/pennsylvania/

e List of all U.S. colleges with a dental hygiene major. CollegeVine Blog. (2020, November 27).
https://blog.collegevine.com/us-colleges-with-dental-hygiene-major/

e Dental Hygiene Intake process. Community College of Philadelphia. (2021, October 11). https://www.ccp.edu/academic-offerings/all-
offerings/dental-hygiene/dental-hygiene-intake

process#:.~:text=program%20is%20full.-,Minimum%20GPA%20Requirement,a%20GPA%20higher%20than%202.5.
e U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2023, April 25). Dental hygienists. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/0es291292.htm

e What are the education requirements to be a dental hygienist? - learn.org. (n.d.-a).
https://learn.org/articles/What_Are_the_Education_Requirements_to_be_a_Dental_Hygienist.nhtml



